
Dear Ohio State Sailing 

Alumni and friends, 

 We are so excited 

to present our very first 

Newsletter to you.  We think 

we have had a great year, 

improving our membership 

numbers, our social gather-

ings, and our regatta results. 

Some of the officers have 

taken the time to write about 

the progress of this past year. 

We hope you enjoy reading 

about our fundraising and 

sailing, almost as much as we 

enjoyed doing it. We would 

love to hear any feed-back 

you have for us or if we left 

out any information that 

you would like to read 

about for next time. On 

behalf of the Ohio State 

Sailing Team, we hope 

you have a great winter 

and are looking forward 

to spring sailing as much 

as we are. Go Bucks! 

Sincerely, 

Maggie Junkin 

 

Letter from Commodore  

Competition Report from the Fleet Captain  
The fall season was a very 

successful season for the 

Ohio State Sailing Team.  We 

traveled everywhere from 

Wisconsin to New Orleans in 

what I would say was one of 

our most productive seasons 

in quite some time.  We ex-

perienced much improvement 

this season and hope to carry 

that into the spring.  The 

team took part in eight regat-

tas this past fall culminating 

with our second consecutive 

invitation to the Timmie Ang-

sten Memorial Regatta in 

Chicago the first weekend of 

December.  During the fall 

we took our first trip to Iowa 

in years, and  two different 

weekends we had multiple 

teams competing in several 

locations.  One of those 

weekends we invaded that 

state up north to compete in 

the Michigan State regatta as 

well as the Mi@*ig#n regatta 

in Detroit. In both regattas 

we placed top 5.  The next 

weekend we held our annual 

fall regatta the Buckeye Invi-

tational.  This regatta ended 

very well with us taking both 

1st and 3rd places overall.  The 

next weekend we had two 

teams travel to the great 

state of Wisconsin. The 

womenõs team to compete in 

Madison for the womenõs fall 

championship and some of 

the boys to Sheboygan to 

compete in a new district 
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Special points of 
interest:  

Qualified for the Timme 
Angsten  Memorial Re-
gatta for the second year 

in a row after an 8 year 

hiatus  

Competed for the first 
time ever in Sheyboygan 

Match Race Champs  

In process of planning 
another OSU record 

breaking spring break  

Fundraised for new boats  
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event.   The latter was a match 

race event which was an ISAF 

grade 3 event and was spon-

sored by north sails. The team 

that went competed in Sonars, 

a keel boat with a spinnaker, as 

opposed to the normal din-

ghies.  The boys missed third 

place by one point in a sail off 

between Minnesota in the 

world ranked event.  Finally the 

season came to an end with 

our 2nd place overall  finish in 

the Area East qualifying regatta, 

the highest OSU has placed in 

over a decade.  As mentioned 

before, this was followed by an 

invitation to Timmieõs in Chi-

cago for the second straight 

year.  This year we had two 

returning A division skippers in 

myself and Anthony Julian and 

B division skipper Charles Mur-

man,  as well as some younger 

classmen with Sydney Rush, 

Andrew Miller and Maggie 

Junkin.  We also have the addi-

tion of some new and impres-

sive freshmen in Adam 

Gilbertson, Adam McJunkin and 

Gwen Mulvie.  All in all, it was 

a great season for the OSU 

Sailing Team that was topped 

off with a first time trip to 

New Orleans for the Sugar 

Bowl Regatta hosted by Tulane.  

Bourbon Street during new 

years was a great and fun way 

to put the cap on a great sea-

son. 

John Bennett 

Fleet Captain ô09 

Competition Report continued  

Practice Report  
tacks, mark rounding's and other 

various skills needed for winning 

races. In addition to more struc-

tured practices, we also started 

matching skippers with crews 

and sending them to regattas as 

a unit so members became 

more familiar with permanent 

sailing partners and therefore 

became faster in the boat.  

 We also kept a long-

lasting tradition alive, 

developing a womenõs 

team, who raced this 

year at Wisconsin Uni-

versity. The girls prac-

ticed together for two 

weeks, and with Bryn, a 

veteran of the womenõs 

regatta, coaching them, 

the girls were able to 

race competitively. Also 

for the very first time we 

sent a team to Sheboy-

gan Yacht Club to com-

pete in Match Racing. 

The event was held in 

Sonars. To prepare, 

three sailors went and 

sailed on Hoover mem-

ber Dave Lonsdaleõs Flying Scott 

to work on spinnaker skills with a 

bigger boat which helped them in 

placing 4th overall. As you can see 

it was a successful practicing sea-

son, and we were lucky to have 

great weather and to improve 

skills of both brand new sailors 

and the racing team. 

Anthony Julian 

Fleet Captain 

 

without missing a beat.  These 

replacements were Alum Creek 

sailor Brian Hoy and recent 

alumni and local Hoover sailor 

Bryn Bachman.  Bryn and Brian 

bring a wealth of sailing experi-

ence and have helped a very 

young sailing team to compete 

at high levels throughout the 

season. 

 This seasonõs practices 

varied in intensities which 

ranged from teaching ônew com-

ersõ to sail for their very first 

time or in preparing a racing 

team which qualified for the 

Timme Angsten regatta at Chi-

cago Yacht Club for the second 

year in a row.  This year we also 

incorporated videotaping into 

our sailing drills to look at our-

selves from outside our body.  

With this new perspective we 

could easily see what improve-

ments needed to be made in 

order to get faster on the race 

course.  These videos are avail-

able to view in the Multimedia 

section of our website. 

(ohiostatesailing.org)  Drills 

included practicing starts, roll 

òAlso for the very 

first time we sent a 

team to Sheboygan 

Yacht Club to 

compete in Match 

Racing. ó   
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A screenshot of the new video section of our web-
site.  So far only a few videos have been uploaded 
but this new training tool will be fully utilized come 
spring.  This particular video is of seniors Neal 
Gordon and Jeff Dunifun about to take a swim.  

The fleet heading downwind at Monroe Station in Chicago.  
Boat 3 is OSU with Anthony Julian as skipper and Maggie 
Junkin crewing.  

 With sailing coach 

Brad Koinis working full time 

and attending classes at THE 

Ohio State University, it made 

for a very difficult situation to 

partake in the weekly Tuesday 

and Thursday practices through-

out this past fall quarter.  With 

his demanding schedule, Brad 

found two very fitting candidates 

to instruct practices and fill in 



The spring break 

trips of past have become the 

stuff of legend.  The current 

membership is trying their best 

to maintain this tradition.  Last 

year, a new record was set 

when three boats were crewed 

with more than 30 sailors and 

Dr. Eugene Holland led us on a 

cruise of the Florida Keyõs.  

This year is shaping up to be 

another record setter. 

 For the first time in 

club history, two catamarans 

are being chartered.  Our very 

own John Bennett is captain of 

the first boat, Cat Tails, and, on 

loan from John Carrollõs sailing 

team, Chris Simon is skippering 

the second cat, Wind Dancer 

IV.  Each boat berths 12.  So, of 

course, we have assigned 16 

sailors to each.  The trip is for 

one week, March 20 through 

March 27, and the destination 

is the Bahamas.  On Saturday 

evening we will push off from 

Ft. Lauderdale and head for 

Port Lucaya on Grand Bahama 

Island.  Sunday morning 

will be spent exploring and 

Sunday night will be spent 

carousing with the large 

college spring break crowd 

(in particular, southern 

LSU girls).  Come Monday 

morning, leaving a ravaged 

island in our wake, the 

boats will head for their 

harbor away from home, 

Blue Water Marina on 

North Bimini. 

Bimini is one of 

the smallest Bahama Is-

lands.  North Bimini is only 

7 miles long and 700 feet 

wide with a population of 

about 1600.  It is exactly what 

a Bahamian island is supposed 

to be like: a handful of bars but 

only one open per night; laid 

back, friendly locals; only two 

roads, only one paved.  Bimini 

is a true paradise.  The rest of 

the week will be spent making 

short sails out to surrounding 

anchorages and, most impor-

tantly, enjoying ourselves. 

This tradition of fill-

ing a sailboat up with friends 

and leaving civilization behind is 

gaining momentum each year.  

As already stated, this year will 

have 36 participants.  This is 

not quite accurate.  Nate 

Owens, alum from 2006, is 

organizing his own alumni trip 

during February with an addi-

tional 14 sailors.  His itinerary 

is nearly identical to the clubõs 

but he is sailing a Lagoon 410 

and is going a different week.  

His boat is filled with graduates 

and friends of the Ohio State 

sailing program.  There is a 

heartening lesson to be learned 

from Nate.  He 

is proof that the 

habits and 

bonds that are 

cultivated by the 

sailing team are 

stronger than 

time and last 

well past when 

oneõs collegiate 

eligibility ex-

pires.  That said, 

these are not 

the thoughts at 

the forefront 

during another 

Ohio winter.   

Rather, I am 

simply imagining 

the sandy 

beaches, warm 

water, and stiff 

rum drinks with which I will be 

indulging.  Iõll send a postcard. 

Chaz Murman 

Rear Commodore ô09 

Developing Memories: OSUSCõs Spring Break 
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The crews from all three boats that made the trip in Spring õ09 .  The boats are in the background. 

Chinook Wind, one of the Beneteaus, beating up-
wind.  



For most people, 

picking up trash is nothing to 

cheer aboutñbut thatõs not 

the case for the Ohio State 

Sailing Team. This past year has 

been a very exciting time for 

the team. We have been able 

to participate in multiple fund-

raising projects, including clean-

ing up litter on campus, hosting 
events at local businesses, sell-

ing team gear, and volunteering 

to help with concessions at 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

gamesñall aimed at helping us 

reach our goal of buying new 

boats. 

We decided a few 

years ago that we would need 

to purchase a new fleet. Due 

to the increasing disrepair of 

our current boats, it has be-

come harder to maintain them, 

and they can no longer with-

stand the stresses of heavy air 

or prolonged competitive use. 
It has been difficult to accom-

modate all of our sailors with 

working boats at practice, so 

we usually rotate off of the 

crash boats. Because of the 

state our boats are in, the past 

few regattas we have hosted 

saw many breakdowns. In or-

der to keep the races running 

smoothly, we have been obli-

gated to ask many schools to 

tow boats, and for some to 

even tow two or three. 

So, taking into ac-

count our urgent need, the 

board this year has been able 

to dramatically increase fund-

raising and I am proud to say 

that we are closer than ever to 

being able to buy a few used 

boats! 

Every Sunday of last 

spring quarter, we picked up 

litter around campus. We were 

skeptical at first, but the pro-

ject ended up being enjoyable, 

and the compensation that we 

received from the University 

was a wonderful reward for all 

of our work. Throughout this 

school year we have been 

hosting fundraisers at local 

businesses in order to attract 

publicity to the team, and also 

to raise money. This yearõs 

new t-shirt design sparked a big 

jump in sales. Along with selling 

burgees and other apparel we 

have been able to get our name 

out and progress towards our 
goal. In addition to our own 

fundraising events, we have 

also been participating in Na-

tionwide Arenaõs nonprofit 

program. By selling beer and 

food at hockey games, we are 

able to make a flat fee per vol-

unteer, plus a percentage of 

our sales! 

And the best part is 

that our work around the cam-

pus community did not go 

unnoticed. Through our work 

with the Rec Sports depart-

ment at the University, we 

were able to earn an allocation 

that is more than double what 

we received last year! Our 

roster has grown, we have 

been diligent with our paper-

work, and the overall effort of 

our great board and hardwork-

ing members impressed the 

Club Sports staff. 

It has been a great 

year for our team, and the fact 

that we are closer than ever 

continues to motivate us to 

reach for our goal. That said, 

this is a team effort and we 

need any help we can get. New 

boats here we come! 

 

Alyssa Singer 

Publicity Chair 

on campus òThe Yacht Club.ó 

During these gatherings, each 

member would bring several 

items of food, beverages, and 

cheer that led to very enter-

taining and memorable nights! 

Also, members throughout the 

year enjoyed themed formal 

dances such as òOne Night in 

Vegasó and òUnder the Seaó; 

each formal was very memora-

ble and enjoyable and are sure 

to be traditions in the making. 

For our seasonal social events, 

Over the course of the past 

year The Ohio State University 

Sailing Team has taken the 

social scene to new heights. 

Trying to increase awareness 

on campus, we became ex-

tremely active and spirited in 

the involvement fairs which 

allowed us to recruit new 

members during the fall quar-

ter. For our active members, 

social activities included nu-

merous cookouts and gather-

ings at the most famous house 

Fundraising for New, or At Least Newer, Boats  

Social Sailing..what it is all about  

òIt has been difficult 

to accommodate all 

of our sailors with 

working boats at 

practice, so we 

usually rotate off of 

the crash boatsó  
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Eric Boyden, Bryn Bachman, and 
Alyssa Singer setting a mast at Hoo-
verõs Docks In last April.  Notice the 
awesome scarlet sailing fleeces.  You 
could have one too!  

From left to right: Kyle Stokes, Andrew 
Miller, Chaz Murman, and Kylee Craw-
ford at the 2009 Christmas Party.  That 
Yacht Club was fully decorated.  

Continued on p 5 



ian pasta dinner.  There was no 

official regatta party but, as 

always, Ohio State came 

through and hosted a night of 

ôboat racingõ in our hotel room.  

Only Anthony is returning to 

sail for the team next year but 

hopefully he can develop some 

new crew and return to She-

boygan in the Autumn. 

Chaz Murman 

Rear Commodore ô09 

members enjoyed haunted 

house trips during the fall and 

during the winter quarter the 

Sailing Team made our own 

Hockey Intramural Team which 

plays games twice a week in 

the OSU Hockey facilities on 

campus. We also had our tradi-

tional thanksgiving dinner, 

which is always a nice way to 

celebrate the holiday with 

close friends. To add to the 

holiday cheer, we ended the 

quarter with a Christmas party, 

complete with mistletoe, holi-

day tunes and egg-nog.  In con-

clusion, the social activities 

have and always will be one of 

the greatest aspects of the 

sailing team. Our members 

continue to become lifelong 

friends over the years and the 

stories and times we take with 

us continue to keep getting 

better and better as the years 

go on. 

Kyle Stokes 

Publicity Chair ô09 

Social Sailing continued  

Sheboygan Match Race  
to lose the necessary 75 lbs in 

5 days.  That did not happen. 

Friday, hours before leaving, 

Neal Gordon was recruited to 

replace Chaz as forward 

crew.   

 The scramble was 

worth it.  Instead of drop-

ping out,  at the first ever 

MCSA Match Race regatta, 

held in Sonars (which 

turned out to be nothing 

like Flying Scotts), we made 

it to the semi-finals and 

achieved a fourth place.  

This was achieved almost 

solely on boat speed and 

handling, especially our down-

wind spinnaker work.  We had 

never seen a Sonar before 

arriving in Wisconsin and none 

of us had ever match raced.  

The starting rules had to be 

explained to us moments be-

fore the first sequence.  At a 

post sailing de-briefing our 

starts were openly mocked by 

the Race Committee.  They 

had to eat their words when 

minutes later they announced 

that we had made it through 

Last winter the sailing team 

signed up for MCSA Match 

Race Champs.  It was the first 

time it had ever been held.  

Come October, the week of 

the regatta, we read the NOR 

and realized we were in trou-

ble.  There was a 550 lb weight 

limit.  The proposed crew was 

Anthony Julian as skipper, John 

Bennett as middle crew and 

Chaz Murman as forward. The 

team had already spent several 

practices sailing up and down 

Hoover rehearsing every type 

of set and douse they could 

imagine in a borrowed Flying 

Scott.  At first, the team tried Page 5 
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The team looking sharp at the 2009 Annual Thanksgiving Din-
ner in front of the Ohio State Yacht Club  

From left to right: Neal Gordon, Anthony 
Julian, and John Bennett, semi -finalists at 
the 2009 MCSA Match Race Championship  

the first day of eliminations to 

the semi-finals. Ultimately, we 

were beat by a team from 

Northwestern who had trained 

at Chicago Yacht Clubõs Match 

Race Center. All in all, our 

performance was not too 

shabby and we were proud.  

Besides the sailing, Sheboygan 

ran a wonderful regatta They 

housed us in a beautiful hotel, 

served us eggs and sausage for 

breakfast, deli sandwiches on 

the water for lunch, and a Ital-

Sheboygan Yacht Clubõs Sonar fleet.  None of us had ever seen 
a Sonar before that weekend.  We had to enlist the assistance 
of some other teams to show us how they were rigged.  They 
probably felt great when left them behind on the course.  


